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A Note From Your Assistant Principal
Important Dates

January
4 Return to School

12 Virtual SAC/PTO

18 Martin Luther King Day, 

No School

19 Second Semester/ 

Third Quarter Begins

22  Mobile Family Center

25 Report Cards 

25-31 Celebrate Literacy 

Week

February
10 Mobile Family Center
15 President’s Day, No 

School
16 Virtual SAC/PTO
18 K-2 Virtual STEM 

Night, Cup Craze
22 Report Cards
27 Mobile Family 

Center

March
9 Virtual SAC/PTO
12 Spring Pictures
15-19 Spring Break

Have

Have you played the

math with dice games,

yet? They are super fun

and are found on our

Facebook page and

our school’s website!

Please fill out the survey

after you have played.

The survey can be found

in the comments.



Please try to keep your child’s way of going home

consistent from day to day. While we realize that

emergencies sometimes arise, we have found it to be

very confusing for young children when a parent

continuously changes the way they go home each

day. Teachers are required to send students home their

normal way each day unless a written, signed note

from the parent or guardian is sent in requesting a

change in dismissal for a designated time period.

Please remind your child to give any notes from you to

his/her teacher, or make sure that you place it in his/her

Planner. We cannot accept verbal messages from

children that they have a change in their way home.

Phone calls, Class Dojo or Remind will not be accepted

for transportation changes because we simply cannot

tell who is requesting the change in these forms of

communication. Therefore, you must come to the

office in person or send in a signed note.

Transportation Changes
School Hours

8:05—8:35am   Breakfast

8:35am – Beat the Bell by        
being in Class

8:40am – Tardy Bell, parents 
need to sign their student in 
at the front office.

3:10pm – Dismissal: buses, 
parent pick-up, 
bikers and walkers

Early Dismissal
Please keep in mind that 
there is no early dismissal 
after 2:30pm unless prior 

approval has been granted 
by administration.

The Family Reading and Resource Center
Title I

Room 125-H

Covid has brought changes to the family 
center.  The family center has gone mobile!  
Mrs. Smith hopes to see you at one, some 
or all of our mobile events.  There will be 

books to check-out and keeper books at 
each event.

Our next Mobile Family Center event will be 
on Thursday, January 2, 2021, from 3:30-

5:30.  It will be at Pelican’s Snoballs ( 4045 
Tamiami Trl, Port Charlotte)

Wednesday, February 10 will be another 
Mobile Family Center.  Same time, same 

place, different day!
In addition, your student can fill out a 

check out form to get a check-out book 
and keeper book from the family center.  

Your teacher will have the forms



Coach’s Court

Physical Education is going great! Please remind your

childe to wear SNEAKERS!

Grades K-2:

We have slowly been adding equipment as students

continue to do their warm-up exercises with the game

"Simon Says".

We are also doing large group songs to music. Their

favorite running game is “Stuck in the Mud" where

taggers tag gently with a ball (no touching each other)

and teammates, crawl under to free them.

We worked on gymnastic skills, four square, long rope

and indiv idual yoga/strength/stretching skills.

Next, we worked on tennis. We kept it simple with eye

on the ball, balance, locomotor skills, and fun-filled

Walk the Dog games.

On rainy days, students created posters on rules and

procedures, what they like to do outside school, and

healthy eating.

Kindergarten students tested on skipping, hopping,

galloping and jumping jacks. Have them show you

what they can do!

We will continue with basketball and team games in

January, as well as Jump Rope for Heart in February.

Grades 3-5:

We had "leaders" lead our warm-up exercises and also

did large group songs to music.

We had stations set up for gymnastics skills, four

square, jump rope, and yoga/strength/stretching. Each

station had a leader, a motivator, an organizer and a

clean-up person. Students were learning responsibility in

a small group setting.

A fitness testing pre-test was then done. Students had to

do Pacer sit-ups and push-ups. Scores were posted in

hallway. Students did amazing! Post-tests will be in the

spring.

Tennis was next. We learned to break down skills from

proper toss (serve), eye-hand coordination, racquet

handling skills, partner games, to full-class size games.

Students learned tennis vocabulary in a fun-filled relay

game where students had to spell a word by hanging

up a tennis ball on a clothes’ hanger. This required

some teamwork. We will continue with basketball and

team games in January, as well as Jump Rope for Heart

in February.

STEM: Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math

Postcards to Space!

Students in grades two through five
completed an exciting project in
the STEM Lab. Each student created a
postcard by designing their vision of the
future. Students used creative writing
and pictures to share their ideas of how
humans will live and work in
space. Students are also learning 3-D
design to eventually be able to create
models of their ideas that can be printed
with a 3-D printer. The postcards will be
sent to Blue Origin. They will be loaded
onto a rocket called New Shepherd. The
rocket will take the postcards into orbit
and then bring them safely back to
earth. Each postcard will be stamped
with an official “flown in space”
stamp. The postcards will then be
returned to students. When students
receive their postcard back from Mr.
Eyrich, they will have an official
space artifact as a keepsake.

During this lesson and unit, students
learned about the International Space
Station. They used iPads to explore our
solar system virtually, and they made
model paper rockets. Students also got
to see what it takes to become an
astronaut by hearing a first
hand account…

Mr. Eyrich hopes that this will inspire all of
our PositiveAstros is to reach for the stars!



MEDIA Center Happenings

New Year’s Greeting from the Media Center! Students have been checking out
books like crazy, trying to reach their reading goals. Just during the month of
December, students checked out more than 1,265 books ! Keep on reading,
Positive Astros. I get so excited when I hear about you achieving your reading
goals and earning your AR T-Shirts! I’d love to see those AR T-Shirts on EVERY
student!

Our Sunshine State Reading Challenge is off to a great start with our 4th and 5th
graders this year. The books barely hit the shelf before someone swoops in to
check them out. We have one student, Cai Benjamin, who has completed the
challenge already, and 23 others who have read at least two of the fourteen
books to begin earning their rewards! I love to see our students so excited about
reading!! Keep up the good work, and happy reading, my Friends.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Kipfinger

Notes From the MUSIC Room

Students in grades K and 1 enjoyed learning

songs about different December holidays

during the month of December. Many of

our 2nd grade Students played the Boom

Whackers and learned about Mozart, the

composer of the melody we know as

“Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”. Our students in

grades 3 and 4 studied music by the

composer Ludwig von Beethoven and had

a great time singing our holiday favorite

songs. During the next quarter, our 3rd grade

students will be studying the instruments of

the orchestra.

Students in grade 5 created a virtual holiday

sing-along that is posted on our web page

for everyone to enjoy. During the next

quarter, our 5th grade students will be

learning more about the baritone ukulele.

Community/Business Partner 

Recognition

NAES would like to sincerely thank the
following businesses and community
partners for their recent contributions
to our students’ success at our school.
Their generous support is greatly
appreciated:
▪ Chick-fil-A
▪ Yah Yah Girls (Backpacks for Kidz)
▪ Kiwanis Clubs of Port Charlotte and 

Punta Gorda, San Antonio Council’s 
Knights of Columbus #12456

▪ Strawbridge Pictures
▪ Sonshine Baptist Church
▪ Port Charlotte United Methodist 

Church
▪ Regal Cinemas
▪ Pelican Snoballs
▪ Dimpal & Lokesh Kumar Patel
▪ Local Winn-Dixies
▪ Patriot Riders
▪ Copper Fish Books



Kinderbits

We are very proud of our kindergarten students. They have been working

hard on their reading and math goals. They had fun learning their Science
Standards for Plants while studying apples and pumpkins. They enjoyed

Social Studies Standards while celebrating Veteran’s day and learning the

history of Thanksgiving.

December has been an exciting time for literature studies on Gingerbread

books and making memories while decorating our Gingerbread houses. It
has been a great time experiencing the changes in weather and talking

about how our seasons change.

We would like to thank parents for working with students on their letters,

sounds and sight words knowledge, and encourage them to keep up the

great routines at home. Thank you all so much!

Set a Goal to Read at Least 20 Minutes a Day!



Second Grade Scoop

What a great time we are having here in 2nd Grade! We have been working hard on Freckle Reading

and Math. When students complete their lessons, they are trying to pass with a 60% or higher pass

rate. Our students are working daily to complete their lessons. Also, while working on Freckle Reading,

they are making sure they read their passages carefully. Then, they read the comprehension questions

and choices to pick the best answer for each question. In Math, students are asked to use paper, a

white board, or their desk to work out their equations/problems.

In Social Studies, we have been talking about Native Americans. We have also been discovering the

digital part of Studies Weekly on our Classlink App. The app provides extended questions and audio

play for those who may be struggling to read or would just like to rev iew their lesson again.

Science has been a lot of fun! While completing the Daily Science Journal, we have also been

listening to Science Doug. He really helps explain questions on the students level with v isuals, too. In

the textbook, we have been working on Matter, and we have even watched a Brain Pop Jr. v ideo to

help support our learning. We will continue to learn about Properties of Matter. Finally, we will move

onto Changing Matter and Energy, Forces, and Motion.

Math is always a lot of fun! We have been adding and subtracting with regrouping. Some students

have required extra support, and we are always happy to help. Please remember that when you

support your child at home, we ask that you work slowly with your child and encourage them to keep

trying. This helps our students develop stamina. Additional skills we have worked on are place value,

skip counting, story problems and Formative Loop. Formative Loop is a grade level program that we

use to support the students independent needs.

First Grade Flash

Welcome back to school! It’s 2021!! We hope that all of you enjoyed your time

off from school, had a wonderful Holiday Season, and sharpened the saw! In
the month of January, we will be very busy!

In January, students will take their STAR Reading and Math Tests. Students will
also be assessed on DRA to determine their new level. Here is an explanation

of what DRA means. “The Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) is an

individually administered assessment of a child's reading capabilities. It is a tool
to be used by instructors to identify a student’s reading level, accuracy,

fluency, and comprehension.” (Readingrockets.org)

The purpose of the DRA Assessment is to determine the independent reading

level of each child. For example, DRA levels’ 1-6 are Kindergarten levels.

Beginning of first grade levels are 4-6. The middle of first grade levels are 10-14.
Finally, the end of year expectation for 1st graders are levels 16-18. Your child’s

middle-of-the-year DRA score is a good indicator of whether your child is

progressing on level as a First Grader.

In addition to the DRA assessment, and STAR Reading and Math Assessments,

each child will be assessed on their fluency. This is a timed assessment in which
we give students one minute to read as many words as they can correctly,

from an unfamiliar passage. The end-of-the-year expectation is for first graders

to be able to read 91 words per minute. After we complete our assessments,
we will have a comprehensive picture of each student’s skill levels and whether

or not they are on track to meet EOY expectations for First Grade. All of the

information above will be available on your child’s 2nd Quarter Report Card OR
Quarter 3 Progress Report, dependent on when your child completes their

assessments.

With heartfelt thanks, gratitude and appreciation from all the first grade

Teachers,

Mrs. Smith (team leader), Ms. Wills, Ms. Papol, Mrs. Medina,

Ms. Patalano, Ms. Sylver and Mrs. Farhat.

REMIND APP

This is a great way to

communicate with

your child’s teacher.

If you are not already

set up on the Remind

App, please email

your child’s teacher

to get set up. It is a

great communication

tool.



Fourth Grade Freelancer

Quarter two flew by, and we are so excited to
be heading into the second half of the school
year with such enthusiasm! The students are
still so happy to be in the building, learning
and leading as PositiveAstros!

Our students worked very hard on their
academic progress in December while also
enjoying PBIS Awards and winter activities! We
have all tried to be creative in finding ways to
safely honor our Neil traditions while still
allowing students and staff to make
memories! Our first ever drive-through Winter
Fest was a perfect example!

In the first few months of 2021, students will
focus on independence and responsibility.
These skills are so important and we
appreciate your support at home with your
child’s growth and development

Math classes will focus on fractions and we will
continue with long division. In addition,
students will continue work on Claim,
Evidence, and Reasoning with science
investigations and Document Based
Questioning (DBQs) in ELA and social studies.
These lessons facilitate critical thinking and
writing skills.

Please continue to encourage your fourth
grader by reminding them to read and
practice their multiplication facts daily, as well
as to use of Freckle each afternoon at home.
As always, thank you for your support!

Sincerely,

The Fourth Grade Team

Third Grade Tales

Our Positive Astro students have been begun

completing their Middle of the Year (MOY) testing in

fluency and will be administered assessments in reading,

math, science, and writing in the New Year. Your child’s

results will prov ide data on how much your child has

grown academically since the beginning of the year.

Please encourage your child to do their best on these

assessments, as the data reflects where your child is

performing and enables us to provide the most

effective instruction and support for your child.

Our third graders continue to work on using Freckle in

both Reading and Math. This program is a great

resource for your Positive Astro child to use for extra

practice at home. Please contact your child’s teacher if

you have any questions. Please also continue to

encourage your child to read AR books that are within

his/her ZPD. Third graders have indiv idual reading goals,

so please ask your student what their goal is and how

they are working towards making their reading goal!

Your child has been learning about Document-Based

Questions (DBQs) in reading. Please ask them “Why

should we protect the wolf?” They should be able to tell

you three reasons! ☺ Students are learning how to

analyze documents, cite evidence, and provide

reasoning for the evidence they find. In Social Studies,

students will be learning about physical features and

landmarks, together with North American landmarks.

In math, your child has been working on multiplication

facts, and is now moving onto div ision. They will be

learning to classify plants and animals in science.

Please continue to check your child’s planner nightly for

homework and any notes. Please also remember that

the best way to contact your child’s teacher is by using

Remind.

Thank you for your support!



Fifth Grade Bulletin

This school year is flying by! We are halfway, yes halfway, to middle school!

Can you believe it? During the first half of our school year, we have faced

many challenges. We are proud to say that our fifth graders have made
positive, proactive choices to “Rise Up” and tackle these challenges. They

have worked hard and have proven they are capable of great things.

As we are halfway through the school year, our students’ and classroom

supplies are dwindling. Our students are going through pencils and erasers

l ike crazy! Please have your child bring in more supplies when we return
after Winter Break.

We are excited to start our second half of fifth grade in the New Year!
Students will continue to focus on their academic paths, be leaders of their

learning, and be in charge of their behavior.


